


 

Core theme of the book of Joel: 
God uses disruption to awaken us, call us to repentance, and restore what was lost. 

When Devastation Hits: Recognizing the Wake-Up Call 
(Joel 1:1–20) 

Main Theme:  
• Sometimes God uses disruption to get our attention. 
• The locust invasion represents total devastation—layered, relentless, and unavoidable. 
• What one wave didn’t destroy, another finished 

1. A Crisis Like No Other (1:1–4) 

a) The Locust Invasion Explained 
• The invasion wasn’t just a single swarm, it was a sequence of waves—cutting locusts, 

swarming locusts, hopping locusts, and destroying locusts.  
• This layered description emphasizes completeness, nothing escaped.  
• What one group of locusts left behind, the next consumed. 

Heart Check 
1. What feels like it’s being “eaten away” in your life? _____________________________ 
2. Unchecked sin or neglect starts slowly, then overwhelms and causes destruction. 
3. Where do you feel repeated pressure or loss? ___________________________________ 

Write It Out 
List the areas where you feel depletion: 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Spiritual Insight 
Sometimes God allows disruption to expose what we’ve ignored. 
Action Step 
Try to develop the habit of pausing before reacting. Practice asking: “God, what are You 
revealing?” 
 
b) Generational impact (“Tell your children…”) 
Joel instructs the people to tell this story to their children, and for those children to tell the next generation. 
This was not just history; it was meant to become a warning and a witness. 

Why? Because moments like this reveal the seriousness of drifting from God and the consequences of 
spiritual neglect. 

This wasn’t just about what they lost, it was about what future generations needed to learn: 

• To recognize God’s hand in disruption  
• To understand the cost of disobedience or complacency  
• To develop a reverence that would keep them aligned with God  

The crisis was so significant that it was meant to shape the spiritual awareness of generations to come not 
just inform them but transform how they live. 

2. A Call to Awareness (1:5–12) 

Main Point:  
God calls His people to wake up. Spiritual numbness had set in, and disruption was the alarm. 

a) Wake Up From Spiritual Complacency 
• Complacency doesn’t announce itself. It creeps in quietly through comfort, distraction, and 

routine.  
• You can still be active, still be religious, still be functioning and yet be spiritually asleep. 
• Joel’s call is a spiritual alarm: “Pay attention. Don’t ignore what’s happening. Don’t 

normalize what should break you.” 
• God uses moments like this to shake us out of autopilot and bring us back into awareness. 

 
Spiritual awakening often begins with discomfort. If nothing ever disturbs you, nothing will 

ever change you. 

b) Different groups addressed (drunkards, farmers, priests) 
Joel speaks directly to specific groups, showing that no one is exempt from accountability: 

• Drunkards – Those consumed with pleasure and indulgence are told to wake up and mourn 
because their source of enjoyment (wine) has been cut off. What they depended on for 
escape is gone. 

• Farmers/Vinedressers – Those responsible for provision are called to lament because their 
livelihood has been destroyed. Their work, identity, and stability are shaken. 

• Priests/Ministers – Those who serve in the house of the Lord are grieving because the 
offerings have ceased. Worship itself has been interrupted. 
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Each group is affected differently, but all are called to the same response: recognition and 
repentance. 

God will speak to you right where you are. Whether your struggle is pleasure, provision, or 
position, He knows how to get your attention. No role, title, or lifestyle puts you beyond the 

reach of His call. 

c) Loss of joy and provision 
Joel highlights that not only has the land been devastated, but joy has dried up: 
“Surely joy has withered away from the sons of men.” (Joel 1:12) 
This is deeper than material loss. It’s emotional and spiritual depletion.  
The vine is dried up.  
The fig tree is withered up.  
The pomegranate, palm, and apple, all gone 
These weren’t just crops, they represented life, blessing, abundance, and celebration. Now, 
everything that once brought satisfaction and joy is gone. 
When your connection with God is disrupted, joy begins to fade. You may try to replace it with 

other things, but it won’t last. A loss of joy is often a spiritual indicator, pointing not just to 
circumstances, but to disconnection, neglect, or misalignment with God. 

Self-Assessment 
Rate yourself. On a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being very weak and 5 being very strong, how is my… 

1. Prayer life: ______ 
2. Hunger for God: ______ 
3. Sensitivity to conviction: ______ 

Reflection 
1. Where have I been on autopilot? _____________________________________________ 

2. What has God been trying to get my attention about? _____________________________ 

3. Spiritual Leaders Must Respond First (1:13–14) 

Main Point 
Leaders are called to go first in repentance, humility, and action. 

a) Priests Called to Mourn, Fast, and Lead 
Joel says to the priests, the spiritual leaders, and commands them: “Gird yourselves… lament… 
wail… lie all night in sackcloth.” (Joel 1:13)  

• Leaders set the spiritual temperature of the people.  
• If leaders are passive, the people drift.  
• If leaders are awakened, the people are stirred. 

The progression: 
• Mourn – Feel the weight of what’s happening; don’t minimize it 
• Fast – Deny the flesh to seek God with focus and urgency 
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• Lead – Don’t process privately—guide others into response 
 
The Importance of Corporate Repentance 
Joel instructs them to “consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly, gather the elders and all the 
inhabitants… and cry out to the Lord.”  
Corporate repentance does a few critical things: 

• It acknowledges shared responsibility not just individual failure 
• It breaks collective complacency. No one can hide in the crowd 
• It creates a unified cry. There is power when people seek God together 

Private repentance brings personal breakthrough, but corporate repentance can shift an entire 
atmosphere. When a community humbles itself together, it opens the door for God to move in a 
deeper, broader way. 
This is the Weight of Leadership 
• When leaders respond correctly, it gives people permission and direction to do the same. 
• When leaders stay silent, distracted, or comfortable, the people remain stuck. 
• Leader should not just speak truth but should model truth. 
Leader Challenge 

• Don’t wait for the people to respond. You respond first. 
• Don’t wait for the atmosphere to change. You shift it. 
• Don’t wait for a move of God. You make room for it. 

If leaders stay comfortable, people stay asleep. But when leaders humble themselves, seek 
God, and move first, it awakens everyone else. 

Leadership Reflection 
1. Where am I leading from, overflow or emptiness? _______________________________ 

2. Am I modeling what I expect from others? _____________________________________  

Personal Inventory 
Check what applies: 
[ ] Inconsistent prayer   [ ] Spiritual dryness   
[ ] Avoiding conviction   [ ] Leading without seeking God 
Write what you will do: 

 

 

4. The Day of the Lord Introduced (1:15–20) 
Main Point: 
God is not distant. He is actively working in present circumstances. 

a) Not Just Future, It's Present and Active 
Joel declares, “Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand…” (Joel 1:15) 
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Joel is pointing to a distant, end-times event and He’s also saying the Day of the Lord is a current 
reality. 
What they were experiencing wasn’t random. It was God actively moving in their present 
moment. 
Don’t only look for God in the future, recognize when He is dealing with things in your life right 
now. Some seasons are not coincidence; they are divine interruption. 

b) Crisis as a Sign of Divine Intervention 
Joel describes the destruction as coming “as destruction from the Almighty.” (v. 15)  

• That’s strong language. It forces the people to see that this crisis is not just natural, but it 
carries spiritual significance. 

• This doesn’t mean every hardship is direct judgment but, in this context, the crisis is 
clearly being used by God to get attention, expose condition, and provoke response. 

The danger is misreading the moment: 
• If they saw it as only natural, they would just try to recover. 
• But if they recognized it as divine, they would repent and return. 

When you misinterpret what God is doing, you respond incorrectly. Some situations aren’t 
meant to be fixed quickly; they’re meant to be understood spiritually. 

c) Creation Itself Suffering 
Joel now speaks of creation: 

• The fields are ruined 
• The ground mourns 
• Beasts groan 
• Herds wander in confusion 
• Even the streams are dried up 

Even the animals cried out to God. V. 20: Even the wild animals pant for you;  the streams of 
water have dried up and fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness.  

Not every disruption is random; some are meant to wake us up spiritually. 
The Day of the Lord is not just about future judgment; it’s about present awakening. 
Reflection Questions 

1. Do I recognize His hand (viewing it spiritually) or do I write it off as just another hard 
season (viewing it spiritually)? ______________________________________________ 

2. What might God be saying right now? ________________________________________ 
Prayer 
Lord, awaken me. Shake anything in me that has grown dull, distracted, or comfortable without 
You. Break every place of complacency that has caused me to settle or drift from Your presence. 
Give me eyes to see beyond the natural. I want to recognize Your hand and Your voice in this 
season. Give me a heart that responds quickly, that is fully surrendered. Remove every distraction 
and realign my desires so I seek what You are doing. Lord, I don’t want to miss You. In this 
moment, make me fully present and fully engaged. Amen!  
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Returning to God with Urgency  
(Joel 2:1–17) 

 
Main Theme: 
God’s warning is meant to provoke repentance, not panic. 

1. The Alarm Must Be Sounded (2:1–2) 
a) Blow the Trumpet in Zion 

• The sound of the trumpet meant something serious is happening.  
• It demanded immediate response. 
• Zion represents the place of God’s presence, so the alarm is not just external, it’s spiritual. 
• The warning is coming from within the community of faith, not outside of it. 

Silence in critical moments is dangerous. When you discern that something is spiritually off, 
whether in your life, your family, or your community, don’t ignore it, you should sound the 
alarm. 

b) The Seriousness of the Moment 
Joel describes the day as one of darkness, gloominess, clouds, and thick darkness.  

• This is not light language, it communicates weight, urgency, and impending reality. 
• This is meant to shake people out of casual thinking. The moment required more than 

awareness, it required immediate response. 

• This is not an ordinary day, it is a defining moment, one that will shape outcomes 
depending on how people respond. 

Some seasons are critical turning points. If you treat a serious moment casually, you can miss 
what God is doing entirely. 

The alarm is only effective if people respond to it. God will warn. God will speak. God will 
signal. But the responsibility to listen and act falls on us. 
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2. The Advancing Army (2:3–11) 
a) Description of the locust army (or symbolic army) 
What began in chapter 1 as a locust plague now looks like a well-organized, unstoppable army. 

• Fire devours before them 
• Behind them, nothing remains 
• The land once like Eden becomes a desolate wilderness 

The imagery intensifies: 
• They run like mighty men 
• They climb walls like soldiers 
• They move in formation without breaking rank 

Whether literal locusts, a symbolic army, or a prophetic picture of future invasion, the message is 
clear: this is not random chaos, it is ordered, a purposeful movement. 
 
b) Discipline, power, and inevitability 
This army is marked by precision and discipline: 

• They do not push one another 
• They do not break formation 
• They keep their course 
• There is no confusion, no hesitation, no resistance strong enough to stop them. 

This creates a sense of inevitability. Nothing the people do in their own strength can halt what is 
coming. 

c) God is sovereign over it 
“The Lord gives voice before His army…” (v.11) 
This is not just an invading force; it is under God’s authority. 

• He commands it 
• He permits it 
• He uses it 

God is not absent in the crisis; He is sovereign in it. And then comes the question: “For the day 
of the Lord is great and very terrible; who can endure it?” 

• That question is meant to humble the people and bring them to a place of realization: 
• If God is behind this, the only response is to turn back to Him. 

3. The Call To Return (2:12–13) 
a) “Return to Me with all your heart” 
“Even now,” declares the Lord,     “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 
and mourning.” (V. 12) 
The phrase “Even now…”  

• It’s not too late.  
• After the warning, after the devastation, after the advancing army, God is still extending 

an invitation. 
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The standard:  
• “with all your heart.”  
• Not partial 
• Not emotional  
• Not for a moment 
• Not surface-level change. 

This is about: 
• Turning back, not just feeling bad 
• Realigning our lives, not just acknowledging God 
• Giving Him our whole heart, not leftover pieces 

God doesn’t just want us to come back. He wants all of us when we come. 

b) True Repentance: Fasting, Weeping, Mourning 
Sincere response: 

• Fasting: denying self to seek God 
• Weeping: emotional honesty before God 
• Mourning: recognizing the seriousness of sin and separation 

Correction: “Rend your heart, and not your garments.” 
• True repentance is not performance, it’s transformation. 
• It’s not about how it looks, it’s about what is actually changing inside. 
God is not moved by outward displays if the heart remains unchanged. He is looking for 

genuine, internal surrender. 
Reflection 

1. Have I been going through motions spiritually? _________________________________ 

2. What does genuine repentance look like in my life? ______________________________ 
Exercise: Heart vs Habit 
Write down the areas where your faith feels routine vs real: 
Routine: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Real: _________________________________________________________________________ 

What will I do about routine faith? _________________________________________________ 

c) God’s Character: Gracious, Merciful, Slow to Anger 
The call exists because God reveals His nature: 

• Gracious: He gives what we don’t deserve 
• Merciful: He withholds what we do deserve 
• Slow to anger: He is patient, not quick to judge 
• Abounding in lovingkindness: His love is consistent and deep 

Repentance is not about fear of punishment; it’s about responding to the goodness of God. 
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4. Corporate Repentance (2:14–17) 
Everyone is called to repent 

• Elders: those with wisdom and influence 
• Children and infants: even the youngest are gathered 
• Newlyweds: those with legitimate reasons to be focused elsewhere are still called 

When God calls for a return, no one is too young, too old, too busy, or too newly committed to 
something else to respond. This is a whole-life, whole-community moment. 

b) No Excuses, No Exemptions 
The instruction is urgent and comprehensive: 

• Consecrate a fast 
• Call a sacred assembly 
• Gather the people 

There is no space for delay or negotiation. 
This confronts a mindset we often carry: 

• “I’ll deal with this later” 
• “This doesn’t apply to me” 
• “I’m too busy right now” 

Spiritual urgency requires immediate response. Delayed obedience is still disobedience. When 
God calls, the only right answer is yes and now. 

Prayer 
Lord, sound the alarm in my heart. Wake me up from anything that has made me passive, 
distracted, or slow to respond to You. Don’t let me take Your voice lightly or delay what You are 
calling me to do. Turn me back to You with urgency; wholehearted, sincere, and without excuses. 
Let my return not be outward only, but deep and real. Search my heart, expose anything that is not 
like You, and lead me into true repentance. Strip away every idol, every distraction, and every 
competing desire. Give me a broken and humble heart that longs for You above all else. Teach me 
to seek You with fasting, prayer, and surrender, not out of routine, but out of deep hunger for Your 
presence. Have mercy, Lord. Heal, restore, and renew what has been lost or neglected. Draw me 
close again and realign my life with Your will. Help me to return to You now; fully, urgently, and 
completely. Amen! 
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God Responds to Repentance  

(Joel 2:18–32) 
 
Main Theme: 
God doesn’t just forgive; He restores and pours out His Spirit. 
God’s response… 

• Not distant  
• Not reluctant,  
• Compassionate 
• Decisive 
• Restorative 

 
1. God’s Compassion is Stirred (2:18–20) 

a) God Responds to His people 
V. 18: “Then the Lord was zealous for His land, and had pity on His people.” 
 
That word “then” matters. It connects directly to their repentance. When the people truly turned, 
God moved. 

• He was zealous, now He’s deeply moved, protective, invested 
• He had pity, compassion, mercy, tenderness toward their condition 

 
God is not indifferent. He is not watching from a distance. 
When His people humble themselves and return, He responds with compassion, not rejection. 
God’s heart is not to hold us at a distance, it’s to restore us when we return.  
Repentance doesn’t push God away; it draws His compassion toward us. 
 

b) Removal of Shame and Enemies 
God doesn’t just feel compassion; He acts on it. 
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He promises: 

• To remove the northern army (the threat) 
• To restore what was devastated 
• To take away their reproach among the nations 

 
God’s restoration is not partial, it is intentional. He doesn’t just fix circumstances; He restores 

identity and dignity. 
 
2. Restoration of What was Lost (2:21–27) 
God speaks directly to the land and the people: “Do not fear… be glad and rejoice.” (V. 21) He 
is reversing what was lost. 

• Provision restored (grain, wine, oil) 
o Grain: daily provision, stability 
o Wine: joy, celebration 
o Oil: anointing, richness, vitality 

• These weren’t just resources, they represented a full life: physical needs met, emotional 
joy restored, and spiritual life renewed. 

• God promises that the threshing floors will be full and the vats will overflow (V. 24). 
This is not survival, it’s abundance. 

 
God’s Restoration is Complete 

• God’s restoration touches every area: what we need, what we feel, and how we live. He 
restores both provision and joy. 

• God doesn’t just restore things, He restores time, seasons, and opportunity that felt lost. 
• This is one of the most powerful promises in Scripture. “I will restore the years the 

locusts have eaten” (V. 25).  
o Years of delay 
o Seasons of pain 
o Missed opportunities 
o Damage that seemed irreversible 

• What was taken from us is not beyond God’s ability to restore. 
• God can bring such fullness in our lives that it redeems what was lost. 

 
Only God can restore years. What you thought was wasted, God can still use. Nothing is 

beyond His ability to redeem. 
 
Only God can bring us from 

• Lack to abundance 
• Loss to restoration 
• Shame to renewal 
• Emptiness to fullness 
• Fear to rejoicing 
• Shame to satisfaction 
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V. 26. “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied…” Not barely getting by, fully satisfied. 
Vs. 26, 27. “My people shall never be put to shame.” This is restoration not just of resources, but 
of confidence, dignity, and identity. 
 
God doesn’t just bring you out, He brings you into a place where you recognize His goodness 

and trust Him again. 
 
Reflection 
What do I need God to restore? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Declaration Exercise 
Write what you are believing God to restore. Don’t write it in the form of a request. Write it as if 
it already happened. This is an act of faith. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The Outpouring of the Spirit (2:28–29) 
The outpouring of the Spirit is for all people, not just prophets or leaders. 
Vs. 28. “I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh…” 
 
In the Old Testament, the Spirit would come upon specific individuals—prophets, priests, 
kings—for specific purposes. But here, God is expanding access. 

• No longer limited.  
• No longer selective. 
• This is an open invitation. 

 
God is not reserving His presence for a few. He is making Himself available to all who are 
willing to receive. 
This removes the mindset of: “That’s for leaders.” “That’s for the spiritually elite.” 
 
a) Sons, Daughters, Old, Young, Servants 

• Sons and daughters: both men and women 
• Old men: those with experience and history 
• Young men: those with energy and vision 
• Servants: those without status or position 

 
God’s Spirit is not limited by who you are, where you come from, or what title you hold. If you 

are available, you are a candidate for His outpouring. 
 

b) Fulfilled in Part in Acts 2 
This prophecy was fulfilled in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit is poured 
out on the believers. 
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Peter stands up and says: “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel…” (Acts 2:16) 
That means what Joel spoke about wasn’t just for the people in Joel’s time, it extends forward. 
Acts 2 is a fulfillment not a limitation. It shows that this promise is ongoing. 
The same Spirit that was poured out in Acts is still available today.  
 
This is not just history, it’s an invitation to experience God’s power, presence, and voice now. 
God’s goal was never just to restore His people; it was to fill them. Not just to bring them back 
but to bring them deeper. 
 
The journey is from devastation → to repentance → to restoration → to outpouring. 
And the final picture is a people not just surviving, but empowered, filled, and walking in the 
Spirit. 

4. Salvation and Deliverance (2:30–32) 
• God will show wonders in heaven and earth 
• “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (V. 32) 

 
God’s end goal isn’t judgment; it’s restoration and relationship. 
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Final Judgment and Lasting Hope 
(Joel 3:1–21) 

 
 
Main Theme: 
God brings justice and secures the future of His people. 
 
1. Judgment of the Nations (3:1–8) 

a) Nations judged for how they treated God’s people 
God declares that He will gather the nations into judgment because they scattered His people, 
divided His land, and exploited them. 
 
Joel lists specific injustices: 

• They cast lots for people (treating human lives as commodities) 
• They traded boys for prostitutes and girls for wine 
• They sold God’s people for personal gain 

 
This is not just political conflict; it’s moral and spiritual corruption. The nations didn’t just 
oppose Israel; they dehumanized and exploited them. 

• How people treat God’s people matters deeply to Him. God takes what is done to them 
personally. 

• God pays attention to how people are treated, especially the vulnerable.  
• Injustice is never ignored, even when it seems like no one is being held accountable. 

 
b) God defends Israel 

V.4.  “What are you to Me…?”  
He is confronting the nations directly. 
In other words: “You did this to My people, but I will repay you.” 
God moves from observer to defender. 

• He gathers the nations for judgment 
• He reverses what was done (they will reap what they sowed) 
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• He restores His people’s dignity and position 
 
God Our Protector and Defender 

• God is not passive when His people are mistreated. He may allow things for a season, but 
He does not abandon them. 

• God is both just and protective. He defends His people; not always on our timeline, but 
always with righteousness. 

• We don’t have to take vengeance into our own hands 
• God sees what others don’t 
• Justice belongs to Him 

 
2. The Valley of Decision (3:9–14) 

a) Call to the Nations to Prepare for Judgment 
Vs. 9-11. “Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war… wake up the mighty men…” 
V. 10. “Beat your plowshares into swords” means even the unprepared must get ready. 
V. 10 “Let the weak say, ‘I am strong” means everyone is being drawn in. 
 
This is not a fair fight; it’s a divine gathering. God is calling them forward, not because they will 
win, but because they will answer. 
There comes a time when God stops warning and starts requiring an account. This is not about 
preparation for victory; it’s preparation to stand before Him. 
 

b) Multitudes in the valley 
V. 14. “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley…” 
This paints a picture of overwhelming numbers. No one is exempt. No one is missing. All are 
gathered. 

• The “valley” often understood as the Valley of Jehoshaphat, meaning “The Lord judges” 
symbolizes a place where God settles accounts. 

 
Every life will ultimately stand before God. This is not just about nations then—it points to a 

greater reality: no one escapes accountability. 
 

c) Decision is judgment, not indecision 
The “valley of decision” is often misunderstood. 

• This is not a place where people are trying to make up their minds about God. 
• This is a place where God renders His decision about them. 
• The word “decision” here carries the idea of verdict, determination, judgment. 
• It’s not a place or time to “Choose what you want.” The time for choosing has passed, 

now comes the outcome…the result of choices made in the past. 
• There is a window for decision, but it does not stay open forever. 
• People often delay, thinking there will always be more time. Joel confronts that mindset. 
• There comes a moment when opportunity turns into accountability. 
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God’s patience is real, but so is His justice. 
The same God who invites people to return will also, at the appointed time, render a final 
decision. 
 
We want to be called and chosen. We want to be hot for God not lukewarm. 

• Right now is the time to respond. 
• Right now is the time to return. 
• Because there is coming a day when the decision will no longer be ours to make. 

 
Reflection 
1. Am I living with eternal awareness? 

________________________________________________ 
2. What adjustments have I made recently to make sure I’m living with eternal awareness? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. The Day of the Lord Revisited (3:15–16) 

• Joel 3:15-16 is widely interpreted as describing the end-time judgment of nations. 
• Often referred to as the battle of Armageddon at the conclusion of the Great Tribulation.  
• The passage describes cosmic disruptions: darkening of the sun, moon, and stars and God 

roaring from Zion/Jerusalem, signaling the final destruction of the wicked and the 
deliverance of Israel. 

 
a) The battle of Armageddon 
• The "Day of the Lord": The passage focuses on the Day of the LORD, a period of 

divine judgment on all nations. 
• Armageddon Context: Joel 3 describes the gathering of nations in the "Valley of 

Jehoshaphat" (meaning "The Lord Judges") to face judgment, which is linked to 
Revelation 16:12-16 (the battle of Armageddon). 

• Cosmic Signs: The darkening of heavenly lights (V. 15) aligns with Jesus’ description of 
signs that occur immediately after the Tribulation (Matthew 24:29). 

This is bigger than human conflict. When God moves at this level, it reminds us that He is not 
just Lord over people. He is Lord over all creation. 
Only one thing remains unshaken: God Himself. 
 

b) God as Refuge for His People 
In the middle of all this intensity comes a powerful contrast: 
“But the Lord will be a refuge for His people, and a stronghold for the children of Israel.” 
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Divine Refuge 
• V. 16 highlights that while the nations are judged, God will be a refuge for His people 

(Israel). 
• While the nations experience judgment, God’s people experience protection. 
• Refuge: a place of safety and covering 
• Stronghold: security, stability, defense 

 
The Dual Nature of the Day of the Lord 

• Judgment for those who oppose Him 
• Protection for those who belong to Him 
• God doesn’t just act in power; He cares for His people in the middle of it. 
• The same voice that shakes the earth is the same presence that shelters His people. 

 
The Day of the Lord is not just something to fear; it’s something to understand. 
For some, it brings shaking. 
For others, it brings security. 
 
4. Future Blessing and Security (3:17–21) 
Joel 3:17–21 is a prophetic promise that after repentance and judgment, God’s final plan is this: His 
presence, His holiness, His justice, and His abundance fully established among His people, forever. 
 

i. God’s presence will be fully established 
V. 17. “Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion…” 

• A time is coming when God’s presence is not distant or symbolic; it is undeniable, permanent, 
and central among His people. 

• This points forward to God dwelling with His people in fullness (ultimately fulfilled in eternity 
[Revelation 21]). 

 
ii. Holiness will define God’s people and place 

V. 17. “Jerusalem shall be holy…” 
• God is not just restoring people; He is purifying them. 
• The end goal isn’t just blessing; it’s a holy people set apart for Him. 

 
iii. Provision and abundance will replace lack 

V. 18. “Mountains shall drip with new wine… hills shall flow with milk…” 
• God restores beyond what was lost. 
• This is a reversal of Joel 1’s devastation from drought to overflow. 
• It points to both spiritual abundance now and complete provision in God’s future kingdom. 

 
iv. God will decisively judge what opposes His people 

V. 19. “Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness…” 
• Egypt and Edom represent opposition  
• God will deal with injustice. 
• What has oppressed, harmed, or resisted His people will not stand forever. 
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v. God’s people will dwell securely and permanently 
V. 20. “Judah shall abide forever…” 

• No more cycles of exile, loss, or instability. 
• God’s restoration leads to lasting security, not temporary relief. 

 
vi. God will cleanse and vindicate His people 

V. 21. “I will acquit them of the guilt of bloodshed…” 
• God doesn’t just restore externally; He cleanses deeply and justifies fully. 
• This ultimately points to redemption fulfilled through Christ. 

 
God doesn’t just restore enough; He restores more than enough. His provision is not barely sufficient; 

it is abundant and life-giving. 
 

a) God Dwells with His people 
The greatest promise is at the end: “For the Lord dwells in Zion.” (V. 21) 
This is the ultimate restoration—not just land, not just provision, but presence. 
 
Everything points to this: 

• Not just what God gives 
• But God Himself being with His people 
• At the end of the day, the greatest blessing is not what flows from God’s hand it’s His presence 

among His people. 
 

Provision is powerful, restoration is beautiful, but presence is everything. 
 
When God dwells with His people: 

• There is security 
• There is identity 
• There is lasting peace 

 
CLOSING 
When you step back and look at the whole book, you see a journey; a progression of how God deals with 
His people. 
The journey is from devastation, to repentance, to restoration, to outpouring, to dwelling. 
And the final picture is a people restored, a land renewed, and God present among them. 
 
Devastation: Everything is shaken. Everything they depended on is stripped away. 

• But the devastation was never the destination, it was the wake-up call. 
 
Then comes the call to return. 

• Not halfway. Not casually. But with your whole heart. 
 
And when the people respond, God moves into restoration. 

• What was lost is replenished. 
• What was empty is filled. 
• What brought shame is replaced with honor. 

 
But God doesn’t stop there. 
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He pours out His Spirit. 
• Not just on a few but on all. 
• Not just for survival but for empowerment. 

 
Then we see His justice. 

• God deals with what was done. 
• He defends His people. 
• He makes things right. 

 
And finally, we arrive at the end: dwelling. 

• Not just blessing. 
• Not just provision. 
• But God Himself with His people. 

 
This is the message of Joel: 
God will disrupt to awaken you. 
He will call you to return to Him. 
He will restore what was lost. 
He will fill you with His Spirit. 
He will defend you and make things right. 
And in the end, He will dwell with you. 
 
Final Charge: 
Will you return with your whole heart? 
Will you trust Him in the process? 
Will you stay connected to Him beyond the moment? 
If you walk with Him through the process— 
you’ll see that what He restores is greater than what you lost. 
 
Final Reflection 
1. What has God changed in you during this study? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What will you continue? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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