
2 Peter: Summary & Cross-Reference Study Guide 

Author: Apostle Peter 
Audience: Believers facing growing pressure from false teachers and spiritual compromise 
Purpose: To strengthen believers in truth, warn against false teaching, and call the church 
to spiritual maturity while waiting for Christ’s return. 

Main Takeaway: Truth protects the church, and maturity prepares the believer for Christ’s 
return. 

CHAPTER 1: GROW IN GRACE, NOT IN DECLINE 
Main Theme: Spiritual growth anchored in truth 

Peter opens by grounding believers in identity and resources in Christ. 

1. Divine power has already equipped you 
• God has given everything needed for life and godliness (1:3) 
• Through knowledge of Christ we escape corruption 

Cross-References: 
• John 15:5 (Apart from Me you can do nothing) 
• Ephesians 1:3 (Every spiritual blessing…) 

2. Add to your faith intentionally (spiritual progression) 
Peter gives a growth ladder: 

• Faith 
• Virtue 
• Knowledge 
• Self-control 
• Perseverance 
• Godliness 
• Brotherly kindness 
• Love (1:5–7) 

Cross-References: 
• Galatians 5:22–23 (fruit of the Spirit) 
• Philippians 2:12–13 (work out your salvation) 

Main Takeaway: Growth in Christ is intentional, not accidental. 

3. Confirm your calling 
• Make your calling and election sure (1:10) 
• Stay stable so you do not fall 

Cross-References: 
• Hebrews 6:11–12 
• 1 Corinthians 15:58 

 



4. Scripture is reliable and divinely inspired 
Peter defends apostolic authority: 

• Eyewitness of Jesus’ glory (Transfiguration – 1:16–18) 
• Prophecy is not human invention (1:20–21) 

Cross-References: 
• 2 Timothy 3:16 
• Matthew 17:1–5 (Transfiguration) 

CHAPTER 2 — WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS 
Main Theme: Corruption enters when truth is rejected 

Peter shifts sharply from growth to danger inside the church. 

1. False teachers will arise internally 
• They secretly introduce destructive heresies (2:1) 
• They exploit people with false words 

Cross-References: 
• Acts 20:29–30 (Paul’s warning) 
• Matthew 7:15 (“wolves in sheep’s clothing”) 

2. Their character reveals them 
Peter describes their fruit: 

• Greed and exploitation 
• Sexual immorality 
• Arrogance and rebellion 
• Rejection of authority 

Cross-References: 
• Jude 4–16 (almost parallel passage) 
• 1 Timothy 6:5 

3. God judges rebellion (historical examples) 
Peter uses Old Testament judgments: 

• Fallen angels (2:4) 
• Noah’s flood (2:5) 
• Sodom and Gomorrah (2:6–8) 

Cross-References: 
• Genesis 6–9 
• Genesis 19 

Main Takeaway: God has consistently judged rebellion and preserved the righteous. 

4. The danger of returning to sin 
• They escape corruption then return and are worse off (2:20–22) 

Cross-references: 
• Hebrews 10:26–27 
• Luke 11:24–26 



CHAPTER 3 — THE DELAY OF CHRIST’S RETURN & CALL TO HOLINESS 
Main Theme: Stay steady when scoffers question God’s timing 

1. Scoffers will deny Christ’s return 
• “Where is the promise of His coming?” (3:4) 
• They misunderstand God’s patience 

Cross-references: 
• Matthew 24:48–51 
• Ecclesiastes 8:11 

2. God’s timing is different from ours 
• With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years (3:8) 
• God is patient, not slow (3:9) 

Cross-References: 
• Habakkuk 2:3 
• Romans 2:4 

Main Takeaway: Delay is not denial, it’s mercy. 

3. The Day of the Lord will come suddenly 
• Heaven and earth will be dissolved (3:10) 
• Everything will be exposed and judged 

Cross-References: 
• Matthew 24:29–31 
• Revelation 21:1 

4. Live in holiness while waiting 
Peter gives the response to prophecy: 

• Live holy and godly lives (3:11) 
• Look forward to a new heavens and earth (3:13) 
• Be diligent to be found at peace, spotless (3:14) 

Cross-References: 
• 1 John 3:2–3 
• Titus 2:11–13 

5. Grow in grace and knowledge 
Final charge: 
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (3:18) 

Cross-References: 
• Ephesians 4:15 
• Colossians 1:10 

 

 



MAJOR THEMES OF 2 PETER (SUMMARY) 
1. Spiritual maturity is intentional 

• Growth requires effort and discipline (Ch. 1) 

2. Truth protects the church 
• False teaching destroys from within (Ch. 2) 

3. God’s promises are certain 
• Delay is mercy, not failure (Ch. 3) 

4. Holiness is the proper response to prophecy 
• End-times teaching should produce righteous living 

FINAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 
2 Peter is a letter about stability in unstable times. 

It calls believers to: 
• Know the truth deeply 
• Reject deception boldly 
• Live holy lives patiently 
• And grow continually until Christ returns 

“The strongest believer is not the most emotional one, but the most grounded in truth 
and growth.” 

 

Reflection & Discussion Questions 

Chapter 1: Growing in Spiritual Maturity 

1. What does it look like in your daily life to “add to your faith” rather than stay 
spiritually stagnant? 

2. Which quality in Peter’s growth list (virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, 
godliness, kindness, love) do you feel strongest in—and which needs the most 
attention right now? 

3. Where have you experienced God’s “divine power” sustaining you when your own 
strength wasn’t enough? 

4. What habits or influences help confirm or weaken your sense of calling and spiritual 
stability? 

5. How do you personally distinguish between truth that is rooted in Scripture and 
ideas that are emotionally or culturally driven? 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 2: Discernment & False Teaching 

1. What are modern-day “false teachings” or distortions of truth that quietly influence 
believers today? 

2. How can someone recognize spiritual deception without becoming cynical or 
judgmental? 

3. Peter connects false teaching with character flaws (greed, pride, immorality). Why 
do you think character and doctrine are so closely linked? 

4. Where have you seen truth twisted in a way that benefited someone else but harmed 
others spiritually or emotionally? 

5. What safeguards help you stay grounded in truth when strong personalities or 
persuasive voices are present? 

Chapter 3: Waiting for Christ & Living Ready 

1. How do you personally respond when God seems “slow” or when answers take 
longer than expected? 

2. In what ways can waiting either strengthen or weaken faith? 

3. Peter says God’s delay is patience, not absence. How does that reshape your 
understanding of unanswered prayer or delayed promises? 

4. If Christ returned today, what areas of your life would feel settled—and what areas 
would feel unfinished? 

5. What does “living holy and godly lives” look like in practical, everyday decisions 
(not just spiritual ideals)? 

 

Whole Book Reflection Questions 

1. What is one major truth from 2 Peter that challenges the way you currently think or 
live? 

2. Where do you feel the greatest tension between spiritual maturity and spiritual 
distraction in your life? 

3. How do truth, growth, and holiness connect in your personal walk with God? 

4. What does it mean for you personally to “grow in grace and knowledge” rather than 
just accumulate information about God? 

5. If someone observed your life for one week, what evidence would they see that you 
are “living ready”? 

 

Personal Application Prompt (Great for Journaling) 

• What is God currently strengthening, correcting, or refining in me through this 
season of waiting and growth? 
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